
             

 
 

                                     E       

 Elections Assistance Monthly Bulletin      

                

     

   

  

Contributions 

Contributions are managed by the 
United Nations Development  
Programme  (UNDP) Sudan from the 
following partners: 

Partner USD 

Italy  2.7 million 

DFID  2.3 million 

Norway  2 million 

Denmark  2.8 million* 

Total   9.8 million  

Current Activities 

Leer county voter ed event 
(page 3) 

                 
Political party workshops 

(page 3)   
 
Gender campaign training 

(page 4) 
 

BRIDGE voter ed trainings 
(page 2) 

The UNDP Support to Elections Project  released the Sudan Elections Assistance Monthly Bulletin to 
provide updates on activities and operations of key stakeholders involved in elections related activities.   
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          Mock Election process in Leer County, Unity State training attended by over 400 CSO members 

National Elections Commission (NEC) Update 

NEC recent activities: 
4 month initiation budget request to the government finalized 
staffing structure for Secretariat approved by NEC Commissioners 
NEC is selecting members to the Southern Sudan Election High Committee 
and to each of the 25 state Election High Committees  
Conceptual timeframe for elections being elaborated 
Electoral rules and regulations production ongoing 
NEC media strategy initiated 
First civic education coordination meeting with national and intl actors 

 
Support from the United Nations:  
Election advisers from UNMIS and UNDP have held joint meetings with NEC leadership 
to share information and discuss preparations for the elections. NEC confirms a re-
quest for UN assistance on a national scale is under review at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. UNMIS Electoral Assistance Division (EAD) recently delivered strategy docu-
ments to NEC including options for voter registration, a proposed staffing structure 
with terms of references for NEC, fact sheets on various aspects of the electoral proc-
ess, and a database of potential office accommodation, storage, registration and poll-
ing sites in Southern Sudan.   

Polling day practice-run in the town of Leer: 

EAG & SSEDG 

The Electoral Assistance 
Group in Khartoum and the 
Southern Sudan Electoral 
Donor Group meet monthly. 
To be added to the email list, 
please email 
kamgaiswaboa@un.org 

*Cost-sharing agreement under review 
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Civic & Voter Education  

BRIDGE-STYLE CIVIC ED WORKSHOPS IN FIVE SOUTHERN STATES  
Jan-Feb UNMIS/UNDP conducted five civic education workshops in Rumbek, 
Warrab, Aweil, Bor and Malakal.  Eighty-eight CSO and local administration 
members attended trainings on issues ranging from definitions of civic edu-
cation to project management.   
 
Supported by the UNMIS team located in each southern state, this initiative 
sensitizes trainees to conduct broad civic education in their communities.  
The trainees add to a pool of human resources who will eventually support 
voter education efforts during the electoral process.  The next civic educa-
tion workshop will be held in Juba on February 24-25.  
Participant Responses:  
άό¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜύ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǳǇΦέ  
 
ά¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ 
Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ  

 

SUDANESE CIVIL SOCIETY PRESENTS CHALLENGES TO THE ELECTIONS 
The EAG Civic and Voters Education Working group conducted three consultation meetings with representatives from 
Sudanese Civil Society in Khartoum throughout 2008 and 2009 for the elections. During these meetings participants 
formulated important challenges and points of attention to the election in the upcoming year.  Main challenges as put 
forward by the Sudanese CSO representatives are: 

Challenges:  
The coming election is the first for many Sudanese who lack information on how to vote.  
Voting system (mixed: first-past-the-post and proportional) and election day balloting difficult to communicate. 
Short timeframe insufficient for comprehensive civic and voter education programs. 
Women historically underrepresented in political parties and as voters.   
Unresolved critical factors such as the population census results and north-south border demarcation.  
Darfur and other insecure regions present organizational difficulties yet elections must be wholly inclusive.   
Complicating factors in the South such as active mine fields, incomplete DDR, and LRA activity.  
Small political parties can not afford necessary registration fees, campaign costs, and adequate voter education.  

 
Points of Attention:   

Outreach to the communities works best when implemented by people of the community themselves.  
The capacity and networks of CSOs must be strengthened, especially in rural areas. Efforts should be made to en-
sure that CSOs can legally work on elections in a standardized and non-politicized manner.   
If national ID cards are determined a pre-requisite to voter registration, all Sudanese need to have financial access 
to a obtaining a national ID card.   
The international community should address major challenges with the government in a diplomatic fashion, but it 
must not be seeing as interfering politically with the elections.  
International observers: CSOs do not object to international observers, especially to prevent electoral violence. 
However, they must also not be seen as interfering with the elections. 
Special considerations for outreach:  

 Media- Ensure that everyone, even people in remote areas, are reached. 
Languagesς Since many Sudanese do not speak Arabic, how do we reach everyone in their own language?  
Special Needsς ±ƻǘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ōƭƛƴŘΣ ƛƭƭƛǘŜǊŀǘŜǎΣ ŜǘŎΧ   


